
 
 

*This information is provided for general educational purposes only. Before taking any action based on this information, we strongly 
encourage you to consult with a professional accounting advisor about your specific situation. 

IRS TO ACCEPT 2022 TAX RETURNS STARTING JAN. 23 

From the Journal of Accountancy by Martha Waggoner 

The IRS will begin accepting and processing 2022 tax year returns on Jan. 23, saying in News 

Release IR-2023-05 on Thursday, January 12, that most electronic filers will receive their refund 

within 21 days if they choose direct deposit and there are no issues with their tax return. 

More than 168 million individual tax returns are expected to be filed, with the vast majority of those 

coming before the April 18 tax deadline, the IRS said. People have extra days to file this year 

because the usual deadline of April 15 falls on a Saturday and Washington, D.C., marks the 

Emancipation Day holiday on Monday, April 17. Monday, Oct. 16 is the deadline for taxpayers 

who request an extension on filing their 2022 returns. 

While the IRS will begin accepting returns Jan. 23, it can't send refunds to taxpayers claiming the 

earned income tax credit or additional child tax credit before mid-February. This is because of the 

2015 Protecting Americans From Tax Hikes Act, P.L. 114-113, that Congress passed to provide 

extra time for the agency to review the returns for fraud. 

Taxpayers should check Where's My Refund? on IRS.gov for their personalized refund status. 

IRS Free File opens Friday (Jan. 13) when participating providers will accept completed returns 

and hold them until they can be filed electronically with the IRS. Many commercial tax preparation 

software companies and tax professionals will also be accepting and preparing tax returns before 

Jan. 23 to submit the returns when the IRS systems open. 

More tips and resources are available at the Steps to Take Now to Get a Jump on Your 

Taxes page on IRS.gov. 

 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-january-23-as-official-start-to-2023-tax-filing-season-more-help-available-for-taxpayers-this-year
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-sets-january-23-as-official-start-to-2023-tax-filing-season-more-help-available-for-taxpayers-this-year
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTIuNjk2OTA4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L3JlZnVuZHMifQ.5lXYc_WqD9mNbbev2BPjZz0OuiQZSnlJW_FDLdPw6Fc%2Fs%2F2922176290%2Fbr%2F152416897347-l&data=05%7C01%7CMartha.Waggoner%40aicpa-cima.com%7C9a1590a635764c40d67a08daf4cc0ae9%7Cab44e261e3294327bbdd17a5478226a1%7C1%7C0%7C638091455044725225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Ae9dby9JKZY5DZxVmtZdYzEg3r4cXRDqFRosOWs2Ig%3D&reserved=0
https://www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTIuNjk2OTA4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2luZGl2aWR1YWxzL3N0ZXBzLXRvLXRha2Utbm93LXRvLWdldC1hLWp1bXAtb24tbmV4dC15ZWFycy10YXhlcyJ9.fvy5BItZfuCUHFxOI53m4TBuaBGJdnXVXtQI-kuDuHg%2Fs%2F2922176290%2Fbr%2F152416897347-l&data=05%7C01%7CMartha.Waggoner%40aicpa-cima.com%7C9a1590a635764c40d67a08daf4cc0ae9%7Cab44e261e3294327bbdd17a5478226a1%7C1%7C0%7C638091455044881470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lRf3EJZ9LS9nlTCTyhiTfe9%2FLss7lsTnYzpYJTNxaEk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMTIuNjk2OTA4NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2luZGl2aWR1YWxzL3N0ZXBzLXRvLXRha2Utbm93LXRvLWdldC1hLWp1bXAtb24tbmV4dC15ZWFycy10YXhlcyJ9.fvy5BItZfuCUHFxOI53m4TBuaBGJdnXVXtQI-kuDuHg%2Fs%2F2922176290%2Fbr%2F152416897347-l&data=05%7C01%7CMartha.Waggoner%40aicpa-cima.com%7C9a1590a635764c40d67a08daf4cc0ae9%7Cab44e261e3294327bbdd17a5478226a1%7C1%7C0%7C638091455044881470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lRf3EJZ9LS9nlTCTyhiTfe9%2FLss7lsTnYzpYJTNxaEk%3D&reserved=0

